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*********************************************************************************************************
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they perceived that he was speaking about them.
- Matthew 21:43-45 -
These verses conclude the parable of the tenants with a warning of pending judgment. In the preceding verses, the master of a house leased his vineyard to tenants and went away to another country. At the time of the harvest, he sent servants to collect the produce from the tenants. However, the tenants beat and/or killed these servants. The master then sent even more servants, but the tenants treated them the same way. Finally, the master sent his son, thinking that the tenants would surely respect his son. Instead, the tenants killed the son in order to get his inheritance and thereby claim the vineyard for themselves. In response, the master decides to kill the tenants and rent the vineyard to others.
This parable describes the rebellious history of, and the consequent judgment upon national Israel. Israel had abused and killed the prophets whom God had sent to them, and they would soon kill God’s Son. As a result of this treachery, God would take the kingdom away from them and give it to others producing its fruits. Thus, when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard this parable, they knew that Jesus was pronouncing judgment upon them.
Yet, in God’s providence, this judgment upon national Israel would open the way for the salvation of all people, Jews and Gentiles alike. In the Old Testament economy, Israel was both a chosen people and a chosen nation. They were supposed to be an example to the other nations. And since God’s presence dwelled in the Temple, Jerusalem was the spiritual center of the world. There was thus an inward orientation toward this spiritual center, even though spiritual blessings were supposed to flow outward from national Israel to the broader world.
     However, when Jesus died, the curtain separating the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple was torn from top to bottom in two. Thus, through the shedding of Christ’s blood, the barrier separating God from sinful humanity was removed. As a result, there was no longer a geographic spiritual center on earth. Rather, there was an outward movement from Israel to the ends of the earth, resulting in a polycentric economy where God’s Spirit would dwell in every believer’s heart. So, by killing God’s Son, national Israel brought God’s judgment upon itself, yet in a way that universalized God’s salvation and calling for all people, Jews and Gentiles alike.   PR.

**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: October is a very important month in the Lutheran Church. We are drawing to a close of the season of Trinity and will soon be into Advent and the Christmas season. The big thing, however, for October is Reformation Sunday which is celebrated on October 25. Reformation Day is actually October 31.
     A little history…On Halloween of 1517, a German monk named Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Church. These 95 Theses expressed his concerns over corruption found in the Catholic Church. One of his primary concerns was the church selling “indulgences” to people to release them from having to serve penance for their sins—an act that he considered to be people trying to buy their way into heaven. This act opened up a debate with religious scholars of the time that eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. Martin Luther’s actions caused serious religious and social ripples throughout society. His 95 Theses were widely spread thanks to the newly invented printing press. Within just a couple of weeks, copies of these theses spread all over Germany, and within 60 days, they were all over Europe. On January 3, 1521, Martin Luther and his followers were excommunicated by Pope Leo X.

Church Shopping? We’re Open Sundays!

Property: Our new chairs look great!  Thanks to those that helped put them together! Clean up day is scheduled for Saturday, October 31st.  Helping hands are always welcome! 

Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: With our new chairs, we found we were short a few WOV hymnals.  Thanks to Pastor Jon for finding someone willing to donate extras for just the cost of shipping. 

Fellowship: We have a few birthdays in October to look forward to celebrating! And another gathering to look forward to is Reformation Sunday, October 25th, for our annual German potluck after service! Remember to put it on your calendar! I will provide a potluck sign-up sheet for that day.

Mission and Ministry: Nothing in addition to the monthly FOCUS Food Pantry donation has been determined. For our members who still have Thrivent cards available, please let us know. With the holidays around the corner, it may be best to just add to the regular food donation!

*************************************************************************************
                  
                                 Oct. 4       	     	Oct. 11      		  Oct. 18      	           Oct. 25	        
			
Altar Guild	        Amy			Junior			Tammy		Carolyn			                   		
Usher                   Carolyn			Carolyn		Junior			Junior   
                      	
Lector     	        Gabi			Chuck			Amy			Wayne

Music	        Amy			Wayne		Amy			Amy

Sermon                Chuck			Pastor			Pastor			Pastor
             		    
Bible Study	        NA			Tammy	 	Tammy		Tammy             	 
	
Thrive	       Gabi   			Wayne		Gabi			Wayne  	 

Oaks		       Chuck			Pastor			Pastor			Chuck	      	
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                                                 12th – Eric Heberlig
                                                 17th – Teresa Donovan
                                                 17th – Cari Colon
                                                 23rd – Pat Hunsaker
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Sunday – October 4th – NO Bible Study - 10:30 Service

Sunday – October 11th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall     10:30 Service
                                               Council following service
  
Thursday –October 15th – Lutheran Men – 11:30 – location TBD
                                                  
[bookmark: _Hlk241860921]Sunday – October 18th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall    10:30 service
                                                                                   
Sunday – October 25th – Reformation Sunday! Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall  
                                                                                                                         10:30 – Service
                                               **Potluck meal following service!

Saturday – October 31st - clean-up day starting at 9:00
                                                                                                                                            
***************************************************************************      
WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “The Newest Lutheran
Denominations: LCMC and NALC.”
For most of the twentieth century, Lutherans in North America were driven by the “urge to merge.” In 1 900 the Lutherans as a denominational family had grown in numbers to become the third largest Protestant group in the United States. But Lutherans were still divided into at least sixteen different denominations, separated mainly by ethnicity, language, and theology.
     While theology would remain a dividing point, ethnicity and language declined as factors after World War I, with the end of immigration and the widespread transition to the use of English. “Now was the time,” proponents said, “that Lutherans should all come together and join in a single denomination.” The idea was that a unified Lutheran church would be more efficient and powerful, just like big government and big corporations. So, in the twentieth century, American Lutherans spent huge amounts of time and energy in merger negotiations.
     The dream of a single Lutheran denomination never happened, but by 1 988 the vast majority (ninety-five percent) of Lutherans were members either of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) or the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS).
     But mergers have not generally brought about the benefits that their supporters envisioned. Often these mergers were engineered by minimizing points of dispute or leaving difficult decisions for the new denomination to solve further down the road. Such was the case with the merger that brought the ELCA together in 1988, uniting three Lutheran groups, each with a distinct ethos and organizational system. Difficulties abounded in the first years of the ELCA, compounded by “hot-button” issues, especially around ecumenical relations, the definition of the ministry, and human sexuality.
     The first two of these problems, ecumenical relations and the nature of the ministry, were identified in the ELCA in the 1 990s because of a movement to bring about closer relations between the ELCA and the Episcopal Church, including the interchangeability of clergy. This was not an easy task, because the Episcopal church is constituted by a distinct form of ministry, which is an essential and unchangeable part of their nature. They are a church built on bishops in the “historic episcopate,” the historic transfer of legitimacy from one bishop to the next through ordination. The ELCA did not have this, so to gain ecumenical relations with the Episcopalians, they would have to conform their ministry system to theirs.

A number of ELCA Lutherans objected to this, saying that this ran counter to the Lutheran understanding of the ministry. 
     A resistance group, the Word Alone Network, was born in 1997 and continued to resist even after the ecumenical agreement with the Episcopalians was approved in 1999. Some of those opposed decided that as a result of the 1999 agreement they could no longer stay in the ELCA. They met in 2001 to form a new Lutheran denomination which they called the Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC). The word “congregation” in their title was an indication of their new theological approach; they hold that the local congregation is the center of power, the new LCMC denomination is there to support and encourage the congregations in their mission, the denomination itself has no formal power over its congregations. The LCMC was trying a new approach to structuring Lutheranism in North America, not one unheard of, but rare.
     The second issue to divide the ELCA was that of human sexuality, especially proposals to allow the ordination of non-celibate gay clergy. Though an earlier sexuality study in the ELCA was shut down after controversy, a second proposal to allow such ordinations was passed by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in 2009. Opponents of this action met in 2010 and decided to form their own new denomination, the North American Lutheran Church (NALC). This group is organized along lines that are more traditional to American Lutheranism, but has a number of its own distinct features. The LCMC and NALC understand themselves as “centrist” Lutheran denominations; unlike the “conservative” LCMS they do ordain women, but they are not "liberal”  like the ELCA.
      In 2017 the LCMC consisted of over 350,000 members in 750 congregations in North America, while the NALC has 140,000 members and 400 congregations. Taken together, this represents the largest and that while schism in American Lutheran history, at least since the 18605, and a major portion of the membership decline in the ELCA, which has lost 1.3 million members since 2001. Advocates for the LCMC and NALC see the formation of these two groups as a positive sign, giving Lutherans new choices and options, and by doing so beginning to revitalize Lutheranism on this continent. They argue that more choice and more competition will actually be better for the long-term growth of Lutheranism in North America.


THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE
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