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              “Come and See, Learn and Rejoice, Go and Tell!”
 
                                      November 2026

*********************************************************************************************************
10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
- Matthew 25:10-13 -
Because the bridegroom is delayed in coming, they need extra oil for their lamps. The wise virgins brought extra oil, but the foolish virgins did not. Thus, when the bridegroom comes, the foolish virgins must go out in search of oil. As a result, they miss the procession and are shut out of the feast. So, it initially seems that the wise virgins are saved by their good works while the foolish virgins are damned for their carelessness.
However, the symbolism of this parable supports a gospel emphasis. The bridegroom is Jesus the Messiah. The wedding feast is The Marriage Supper of the Lamb. The lighted lamps represent saving faith that shines forth in words and deeds. Finally, the oil represents the work of the Holy Spirit in creating and sustaining this saving faith. Thus, the wise virgins are saved by their faith in Christ while the foolish virgins are damned by their unbelief.
This interpretation is clinched by the words of the Lord to the foolish virgins, “Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” This doesn’t mean that the Lord did not know who they were. It means that he did not know them in a saving relational way. So, the message of the parable is to believe the gospel and trust in the work of Christ before it is too late. This is gospel proclamation, not works-righteousness.
Another emphasis of the parable is that the coming of Christ will be surprising and uncertain. Go back and read Matthew 24. In Matthew 24 Jesus’ disciples think that the destruction of the Temple and the end of the history will be one and the same event. In response Jesus says that the destruction of the Temple will occur within their own generation and will be preceded by signs. By contrast, the second coming will not be preceded by signs and will therefore catch people by surprise. This is a good antidote to both end time speculation and spiritual sloth.
                        
Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: Reformation Sunday is over, and we have a number of special days ahead…All Saints Sunday, Christ the King Sunday, Advent Sunday and the season of Advent.
A special thank you to everyone who made Reformation Sunday special. Nobody went away
hungry. Lutherans proved once again, we can definitely throw a pot-luck!
As we approach Advent and Christmas, it is a great time to think about inviting friends, neighbors and family to a service. We all probably know Christmas and Easter church goers. If we can get them to come for a special service, there is a good chance we can get them to come back. Pat and I knew more people after one Sunday at Reformation than we did after attending our other church for several years. We are not only the little church with the big heart, we’rethe one with the welcoming arms.

You have one new friend request from: Jesus.

Property: Clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, November 28th.  Helping hands are always welcome! 



Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for your continued hard work setting up our worship music. You are very much appreciated!  Thanks also to Wayne who is learning to be the backup. Council voted for a new computer and MP3 software to be purchased that should make accessing our worship music easier. 

Fellowship: What a wonderful Reformation Sunday potluck we enjoyed! A big thank you goes to Eric for contributing the pork that Gabi prepared to perfection! Everybody else brought delicious side dishes to complete the wonderful meal!!

Holidays are now upon us! Not only is Thanksgiving the 26th, it’s also time to schedule our get together to decorate the Christmas tree. Gabi has emailed the suggestion of maybe getting together on the 21st of November because it’s unlikely that anybody wants to decorate the Saturday of Thanksgiving week. Please think about it and email or text to let us know if that day works.   Also, looking ahead, Advent is November 29th, so our first Advent Wednesday meal and service will be December 2nd. Mark your calendar!
 

Mission and Ministry: FOCUS Food Pantry will be our main donation for November. Gabi has recently learned that Valley Rescue for Women and Children need household cleaning items. We are also happy she has also received information from the grade school counselor about 2 children that we can shower with Christmas gifts this year. Everyone at Reformation is so thankful to be able to show the love of Christ to our community!
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                                 Nov. 1             	Nov. 8           Nov. 15           Nov. 22	       Nov. 29        

Altar Guild	         Amy		Junior		Tammy	Carolyn	         Amy		                   	
Usher                    Carolyn		Carolyn            Junior	Junior	                      Amy	   
                     
Lector     	        Tammy		Gabi		Chuck		Wayne	         Amy		

Music	        Amy		Amy		 Amy	         	   Amy	                      Wayne 		 

Sermon                Pastor		Wayne	Pastor		 Pastor	         Pastor	    

Bible Study	         Tammy		Tammy	 Tammy	    Tammy                 Tammy

Thrive	        Gabi		Wayne	Gabi		    Wayne	          Gabi	

Oaks		      Pastor		Chuck		Pastor		Pastor		           Chuck
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      November 22nd – Cheryle Wadsworth
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Sunday – November 1st – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service

[bookmark: _Hlk244363520]Sunday – November 8th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service

Wednesday – November 11th - Veteran's Day in America, Armistice Day, 1918,  Remembered
                                                   
Sunday – November 15th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service
                                                    Council following service

Thursday– November 19th – Lutheran Men – 11:30 – location TBD

Saturday – November 21st – tentative date to set up the Chrismon Tree

Sunday – November 22nd – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall    10:30 service

Thursday – November 26th – “O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever.”   Happy Thanksgiving! 
                                         
Saturday – November 28th - clean-up day starting at 9:00

Sunday – November 29th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall     10:30 service
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