[image: ]       Reformation Lutheran Church
              “Come and See, Learn and Rejoice, Go and Tell!”
 
                                      May 2026

*********************************************************************************************************
                                     “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
                                   and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
                                                         and to the end of the earth.”  - Acts 1:8 -
He Dwells in Us Now
Bob Hope was known throughout the world for his humor, talent, and kind heart. He entertained many generations in movies, television, and with the U.S.O. He gave so much of himself for the joy of others and he will be remembered for a long time. Though many had heard of him, few knew him personally because it was not practical or logistically possible for one man to call us all friends.
Have you ever wondered what it would have been like if you had known Jesus personally? What might it have been like to hear His voice, eat with Him and follow Him during His ministry on earth? He was God in flesh; couldn’t He have stayed among His people forever? Wouldn’t He have gained a bigger following if He had stayed? If Jesus continued to live as generation after generation of people died, the world would have truly seen the power of God. 
After His resurrection, Jesus stayed with the disciples for forty days, long enough to share a few final thoughts and reinforce their belief that He was truly alive. Then He ascended into heaven, never to be seen again. Jesus in the flesh was like Bob Hope, trapped by time and space in a way that made it impossible for Him to be with all people even for a moment. The world may have heard of Him, but they wouldn’t know Him. We can only know Him by the power of the Holy Spirit.
It was necessary for Jesus to be taken into heaven so that He could send the promised One, the Holy Spirit, who now dwells within the hearts of all who believe. Though Jesus is not here in flesh, He is here in a much better way. We all can know Him and take part in His blessings. The Ascension may have been a sad moment for the disciples, for they were losing the flesh and blood presence of their friend and teacher, but it is a most joyous moment for us because it assured that we too would be able to have a personal relationship with our Lord Jesus as He promised.

Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: There was a time when a man’s word was his bond . . .
When folks settled differences with a handshake, helped their neighbors without keeping score, and bowed their heads before dinner to give thanks. It wasn’t nostalgia, it was the American way of life. We remember it well. Not because we’re stuck in the past, but because we’ve lived long enough to see what happens when people forget how to live with purpose, faith*, and decency.
*Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe!

Property: Clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, May 30th.  Helping hands are always welcome! 

Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for your continued hard work setting up our worship music. You are very much appreciated!  Thanks also to Wayne who is learning to be the backup. 



Fellowship: Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th when we will share a small treat during Fellowship. The Men’s Monthly Luncheon is scheduled for May 21st (instead of the 2nd Thursday). Watch the Sunday bulletin for time and place. Also, we are still trying to organize an outing for the women of our congregation…Lunch? Supper? Movie? Play or Concert? Garden event? Please contact Tammy Jensen with suggestions. All ideas are welcome!!


Mission and Ministry: Donations to FOCUS Food Pantry continue. The next one the Ramming family has scheduled is Monday, May 11th. The delivery will be made at 9:00 a.m. if you’re interested in helping. Amy Becker is working with the Hunsakers to make a donation to purchase feed for the horses at Warrior Outreach Ranch. Warrior Outreach is a fantastic organization that assists our military with many needs, along with horse therapy for PTSD.

[image: Ministry Descriptions - First United Methodist Church]*************************************************************************************
                     










                                 May 3            	May 10           May 17           May 24	       May 31         

Altar Guild	        Tammy		Carolyn	   Amy		   Junior	        Tammy			                   
		
Usher                    Carolyn		Amy		 Junior             Carolyn	        Amy		   
                      
Lector     	        Dick		Tammy	 Amy		 Chuck                   Wayne		

Music	        Amy		Amy		 Amy	         	   Amy	                    Amy		 

Sermon                Pastor                 Pastor             Pastor                Pastor                Chuck	    

Bible Study	         Tammy		Tammy	 Tammy	    Tammy             Tammy

Thrive	        Gabi		Wayne	Gabi		    Wayne	        Gabi	

Oaks		        Chuck		Pastor		Chuck		   Pastor             Chuck
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No birthdays this month
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Sunday – May 3rd – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service

Sunday – May 10th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service
                                        Mother’s Day snacks following service  
                                           
Sunday – May 17th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall    10:30 service
                                         Council following service

Thursday –May 21st – Lutheran Men – 11:30 – location TBD

Sunday – May 24th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall     10:30 service

Monday – May 25th – Memorial Day 

Saturday – May 30th - clean-up day starting at 9:00
                                                                                                            
Sunday – May 31st – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall   10:30 service

                                             
***************************************************************************      
WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “August 1961: Martin Luther King
and Lutherans Divided”
August, for many Americans, will always be associated with the sainted Martin Luther King Jr. In
August 1963 his “I Have a Dream”  speech at Washington’s Lincoln Memorial captivated millions.
Exactly two years earlier, King addressed 14,000 young Lutherans at the first Luther League
Convention of the American Lutheran Church (ALC).
To many in the newly formed ALC, King wore no saintly aura. Several months earlier, when it
was announced that he would speak to Lutheran youth in Miami Beach, Florida, the young
Lutheran denomination was torn by division.
The nation first heard of King just five years earlier. A Baptist minister in Montgomery,
Alabama, not yet twenty-seven years old, King emerged as leader of a bus boycott by African-
Americans. (This writer heard about King when a recent graduate of the seminary I attended-
Capital, now Trinity Lutheran, in Columbus, Ohio-came to tell us about Montgomery’s protest
movement. He was Bob Graetz, Montgomery’s sole white clergyperson supporting the boycott.)
In the half-decade following the Montgomery action, King strode the national stage as leader of
what became the Civil Rights Movement. It was a time of major social unrest, with the quest for
racial justice and Martin Luther King Jr. leading the way. His work for racial integration was
cloaked in controversy. To supporters, King was a prophetic reformer, a courageous churchman
pursuing much-needed social change non-violently. To dissenters, he was at best a radical
agitator, at worst a Communist infiltrator.
The ALC’s eighteen regional bishops (then district presidents) met to discuss the churchly
ferment. They weren't opposed to racial reconciliation, but they had deep concerns about
division in the young church body. They agreed, unanimously: “for the peace of the church,” the
youth division should withdraw the King invitation. Their urgent plea reached the ALC national
office in Minneapolis. The national president, Fredrik Schiotz, told the youth board he disagreed
with the district leaders and said the invitation for King to speak should stand. The youth board
agreed.
Then, just months before the convention, Dr. King sent word of his withdrawal from the
convention program. He had learned of the ALC distress and said he did not wish to be the
cause of division in the church. King was now based in Atlanta, and the Rev. David Brown, ALC
youth director, went to meet with him. Pastor Brown was able to persuade the civil rights
leader to stay as a scheduled youth convention speaker.
But that didn’t end the controversy. Some congregations decided their youth would not spend
August 15-20 in Miami Beach. Enough did come to make the total of 14,000 Leaguers and
accompanying adults the largest Lutheran youth assembly ever in North America to that point.

What did King tell them? The convention theme was “Christ Is Living,” and King addressed
“Christ Living in the World.”  He asked Luther Leaguers living in an unjust world to be “proudly
maladjusted.” He said the fundamental need for youth of the church is to share God’s love
when facing societal injustice.
King spoke on the convention’s second day. Later that day he joined a panel addressing
questions about racial justice. Among the panelists were: Bob Graetz, the white pastor who had
worked with King in Montgomery; Pastor Joe Bash, a youth staffer; and Don Luther, a Luther
Leaguer whom that convention elected to a three-year term as president. ALC unrest over the
King invitation basically died once the convention was over. Controversy stirred by its youth
division did not. The youth board, chaired by Pastor David Preus, who served at University
Lutheran Church of Hope, Minneapolis, and later became ALC presiding bishop, believed-along
with the youth staff-that God was calling them to provide prophetic leadership in the
tumultuous 1960s on church/society agendas-not just for young people, but for the entire
church!
THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE
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