[image: ]       Reformation Lutheran Church
              “Come and See, Learn and Rejoice, Go and Tell!”
 
                                      June 2026

*********************************************************************************************************

                        “And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ . . . 
                                        You received without paying; give without pay.”
                                                           Matthew 10:7-8 

     It’s almost officially summer! Oh, the wonderful sights and sounds of children playing, outdoor concerts, fireworks, and a host of late-night symphonies comprised of a plethora of insects. We are reminded of all God’s creation as we travel throughout the summer months; the earth is once again rich in vibrant colors. It is indeed the beginning of a new season and a natural time for growth.
     We are now into the Season after Pentecost - a time to grow and mature in our faith as disciples of Christ and to live out the ministries the Spirit has empowered us with. Are you ready to follow the prompting and guiding of the Holy Spirit to live out God’s will for your life?
     In Exodus 19:7-8 we learn that, “Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. All the people answered together and said, ‘All that the Lord has spoken we will do.”
     Imagine hearing their resounding, “Yes, we will do as you have commanded!” These people were on fire to do God’s work! Are you? 
     So, how do we go about proclaiming, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand?” Remember, we were commissioned by God and given all authority through the power of the Holy Spirit! And, because it was given freely to us, we should give freely to others! We are the ordinary people doing the extraordinary work of the Lord!
     Psalm 100 is a beautiful verse to learn and a great way to proclaim God’s word: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” The Kingdom is at hand! God’s love endures forever! Amen.

Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: BE ON THE LOOKOUT - In the America of our childhood, churches were untouchable ground –sanctuaries of refuge, worship, community and peace. They were the one place where the noise of the world fell silent and reverence took its rightful seat. They were the last places anyone imagined would require security plans and emergency drills. Today, those sacred walls
are under threat, not in theory, but in cold and documented reality. The data delivers an
uncomfortable truth: houses of worship are being targeted with increasing frequency, severity
and lethal intent. Over the past 25 years, nearly 380 violent incidents at religious institutions have produced almost 490 deaths and hundreds of injuries. These attacks have not been confined to troubled neighborhoods or high-crime areas. They have erupted during quiet Sunday services, in rural
chapels and suburban parishes alike. Evil has shown up where grandmothers pray, where children sing and where families gather in faith.




Property: Clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, June 27th.  Helping hands are always welcome! 

Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for your continued hard work setting up our worship music. You are very much appreciated!  Thanks also to Wayne who is learning to be the backup. Council voted for a new computer and MP3 software to be purchased that should make accessing our worship music easier. 

Fellowship: Game Night has been scheduled for Saturday, June 13th at 4:00 p.m. Invite your family and friends! Snacks will be provided for the fun-filled evening 😊
 
RLC Ladies will be providing treats for Father’s Day, Sunday, June 21, after service. Please join us to celebrate and honor the importance of the Christian fathers in our lives!

Mission and Ministry: Initially, our June outreach project was going to be a donation to Warrior Outreach Ranch, Fortson, to provide feed for their horses used for PTSD Therapy. However, for some reason, the Thrivent card was rejected. Amy will follow-up and re-apply. Watch for an update.
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                                 June 7            	June 14           June 21           June 28	             July 5         

Altar Guild	        Carolyn		Amy		Junior		   Tammy		Carolyn			                   		
Usher                    Junior		Carolyn	Amy		   Carolyn		Junior		   
                      
Lector     	        Dick		Tammy	 Gabi		    Amy		Chuck		

Music	        Amy		Amy		 Amy	         	   Amy	                    		 

Sermon                Pastor                 Gabi                 Pastor                Pastor               	 Wayne	    

Bible Study	         Tammy		Tammy	 Tammy	    Tammy            	 (no study)

Thrive	        Gabi		Wayne	Gabi		    Wayne	       	 Gabi	

Oaks		      Pastor		Chuck		Pastor		Chuck			Chuck
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June 8th – Carolyn Ramming
June 21st – Lynne Rowe
July 2nd – Tammy Jensen (she’ll celebrate before the newsletter comes out!) 


[image: Free June Cliparts, Download Free June Cliparts png images, Free ClipArts  on Clipart Library][image: Get Free Summer Clip Art for All Your Projects]




                                                   

Sunday – June 7th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service

Sunday – June 14th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service
                                           Council following service

Thursday –June 18th – Lutheran Men – 11:30 – location TBD

Sunday – June 21st – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall    10:30 service
                                          Father’s Day snacks following service  
                                         
Saturday – June 27th - clean-up day starting at 9:00

Sunday – June 28th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall     10:30 service
                                                                                                         
Sunday – July 5th – no Bible Study this Sunday.   10:30 service

                                             
***************************************************************************      
WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “WOMEN’S ORDINATION”
Among the powerful implications of Luther’s preaching about divine grace is the recognition
that every Christian is called to act as a little Christ in every life circumstance. However, social
conventions long delayed full implementation for women’s ministry within and on behalf of the
church.
     Sixteenth-century Lutheran reformers taught that no occupation or relationship has any more
spiritual value than another, and all share in what has come to be called the priesthood of all
believers. Baking bread is as honorable a work as consecrating that bread as the body of Christ;
teaching a child to read a book is as honorable as preaching from the Bible.
     This expansion of religious vocation beyond the pastor combined with rejection of monastic life
and supported a spiritualized view of the home. A Christian woman’s work as wife and mother
was not second best; as a way in which she lived out her faith in service to “neighbors,” it was
given religious meaning. Girls were offered basic education that allowed them to better understand Christian teaching and prepared them for their adult work. However, almost without exception, women were expected to answer their calling exclusively within the privacyof their own household. That their daughters, as well as their sons, might be called to the task of preaching the gospel and administering the sacraments did not occur to the reformers as a real possibility. The priesthood of all believers did not automatically open ordination to women.
     That reform came more than four centuries later. As evangelical preaching spread in Europe, when Scandinavians and Germans migrated to North America, and as Lutheran missionaries carried the gospel around the globe, women answered their callings, most often within domestic boundaries. The revival of deaconess work in the 1830s gave women opportunities for more public service, particularly in health care and other works of love. In Pietist circles some women were lay preachers. By the mid-twentieth century many American Lutheran women were assuming new roles: serving on their local church council, assisting in worship, and staffing church agencies as well as continuing to teach Sunday school, sing in the choir, and participate In women’s organizations. Women’s work was expanding, both inside and outside the church, but more quickly and more dramatically outside.
     The second wave of American feminism was eroding assumptions about gender roles, breaking
down old cultural boundaries, and questioning conventional restrictions on women’s religious
activities. In the late 1960s a few women enrolled in Lutheran seminaries. Their presence suggested the possibility that women who had the requisite gifts and training might be called to church ministries, not only as lay workers in congregations and on campuses, but as ordained pastors.
     Already Lutheran churches in Scandinavia and Germany had begun to ordain women. Danish
Lutherans were the first in 1948. Other American Protestant churches had done so even earlier.
The time had come for American Lutherans to explore the full practical implications of Luther’s
expanded theology of vocation, specifically to investigate the qualifications for the pastoral office and opportunities for women to answer their callings within and on behalf of the church. 
     At the same time American Lutherans were exploring possibilities for closer relations between their churches and increased cooperation in their work. Although the major church bodies-the American Lutheran Church (ALC), the Lutheran Church in America (ALC), and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS)-each considered the matter internally and would make independent decisions, scholars from all three carried out a joint study for the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. (LCUSA). Biblical, theological, ecumenical, and practical issues were taken up in several forums. A summary of the LCUSA study was widely distributed. Seminary faculty addressed the questions. Church leaders were surveyed for their thinking. 
     Church members responded. Individual opinions, variously grounded, ranged from support to opposition. Among women, as among men, opinions about the legitimacy and advisability of women’s ordination varied. National women’s organizations leaders were supportive, but some women were resistant or strongly opposed. Only a few women were included in official deliberations and the study process. 
     Three women were members of the LCA’s Commission on the Comprehensive Study of the Doctrine of the Ministry. Historian Dr. Margaret Sittler Ermath, a faculty member at Wittenberg University, contributed a position paper on women in the life of the church to the Commission. It was published as Adam’s Fractured Rib. Texas Lutheran geology professor Evelyn Streng and American Lutheran Church Women officer Margaret Barth Wold were hastily appointed to the ALC’s ad hoc committee when the lack of female representation was pointed out. 
     Many scholars within the LCA and ALC, perhaps most, agreed that neither the Bible nor the Lutheran Confessions provide a definitive answer. Therefore, the question would be resolved by “sanctified common sense.” (The phrase is attributed to ALC President Fredrik A. Schiotz.) In contrast, influential leaders in the LCMS contended that the Bible prohibits women from exercising this public office. Their position highlighted fundamental disagreements about how to read and interpret the Bible and foreshadowed controversies to come. 
     Finally, the decision to authorize women’s ordination rested with the voting members of the churches’ conventions. The question was not brought before the LCMS. 
     In June 1970 the LCA convention passed the change; the ALC did the same in October. A half century after American women gained the right to vote and two years before Title IX guaranteed girls and women greater access to sports, the door to the pastoral office was opened to American Lutheran
women. Elizabeth Platz and Barbara Andrews, the first to enter that door, did so before Christmas. In
the decades since hundreds of women have responded to God’s call, using their talents and training to proclaim the gospel and serve their neighbors as ordained pastors in American Lutheran churches.

THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE



* New feature coming next month – “My history as a Lutheran”  aka “How/Why I became a Lutheran”
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