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              “Come and See, Learn and Rejoice, Go and Tell!”
 
                                      August 2026

*********************************************************************************************************
“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”
- Romans 12:3-5 –

There’s a memorable quote by Margaret Thatcher in which she observes, “Power is like being a lady... if you have to tell people you are, you aren't.” This quote cuts to the heart of when people think too highly of themselves. Know anyone like this? It's natural for people to pride themselves on when they’ve accomplished something they’re proud of, but what does Paul say in Romans 12:3? “For by the grace given to me, I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.”
Paul goes on to make a comparison in verses 4-5 to the human body saying, “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” Each function of the human body works together, big or small, just as we should do as members of the body of Christ.
Our sense of purpose in this world also comes from what God has given us. As Christians, we are called accordingly to serve the Lord and “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them.” (Romans 12:6) God’s gifts are for building up his church. Therefore, it makes sense that we all have different gifts. There is no room for arrogance in the body of Christ; everything we have comes from God, so we cannot be boastful of our gifts and talents. Anything at all that we accomplish, big or small, is because of him and not of our own doing.
Dear Lord, thank you for the many gifts you have bestowed upon us. Help us to value one another’s gifts and work together as one body in Christ and to seek ways to serve others with what you have given us. Amen.

Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: America’s churches under siege as violence increasingly invades sacred ground. From rural chapels to suburban parishes, no denomination or region remains immune to
targeted attacks. 
     In the America of our childhood, churches were untouchable ground – sanctuaries of refuge,
worship, community and peace. They were the one place where the noise of the world fell silent and reverence took its rightful seat. They were the last places anyone imagined would require security plans and emergency drills. 
     Today, those sacred walls are under threat, not in theory, but in cold and documented reality. The data delivers an uncomfortable truth: houses of worship are being targeted with increasing frequency, severity and lethal intent.
     Over the past 25 years, nearly 380 violent incidents at religious institutions have produced almost 490 deaths and hundreds of injuries. These attacks have not been confined to troubled neighborhoods or high-crime areas. They have erupted during quiet Sunday services, in rural chapels and suburban parishes alike. Evil has shown up where grandmothers pray, where children sing and where families gather in faith.
     These are not abstract statistics. They are real people, real congregations and real communities.
We are not exempt…Be Ever Vigilant.
Property: Clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, August 29th.  Helping hands are always welcome! 

Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: The new music program is up and running.  So far, so good!  I personally enjoy the Amen at the end of each hymn. Thanks again to Amy and Wayne for getting things going. 

Fellowship: Summer has flown by:
     The RLC Ladies met for a wonderful luncheon on July 9th at the Whistling Pig in Pine Mountain and then browsed the shops along the main street afterward. Several of us had not experienced the delicious food at the Whistling Pig before or had shopped in Pine Mountain in a while! It was great fun!!!😊
     Our congregation’s members with July birthdays thoroughly enjoyed an unexpected and delicious potluck to celebrate.  Thank you to everyone who provided and prepared the main dish along with all the yummy sides and dessert! Your thoughtfulness was truly appreciated!
 
BLINK - August is already here! Perhaps we can get together for a movie night, as we had previously talked about?! Keep watch for further announcements.

Mission and Ministry: The Rammings have worked hard this past month to secure and make a sizeable donation to FOCUS Food Pantry. Amy Becker has also secured a gift card that Eric Heberlig will use to purchase additional food items for this month’s donation. These donations are extremely helpful in meeting the increased demand for food during the summer months when the schools are not in session.
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Inspector Alton Weeks with Harris County Sheriff’s Department will be visiting us Thursday, August 13th at 5:30 p.m. to present their Fraud and Scam Prevention Program. Invite a friend and join us to learn more ways to protect ourselves.
 
The Red Cross currently has a national blood shortage. We encourage our members to consider making a life-saving donation.

*************************************************************************************
                  
                                 Aug 2            	Aug 9      	  Aug 16            Aug 23	        Aug 30                    

Altar Guild	        Carolyn		Amy		 Junior	     Tammy	       Carolyn			                   		
Usher                    Junior		Carolyn	 Amy		     Junior	       Junior		   
                      
Lector     	        Chuck		Amy		 Wayne	    Tammy              Gabi

Music	        Wayne		Amy		 Amy	         	      Amy	       Amy                    		 
 
Sermon                Pastor                Pastor                Pastor                 Pastor               Chuck      		    

Bible Study	       Tammy		Tammy	 Tammy	    Tammy             Tammy	 

Thrive	        Wayne		Gabi 		 Wayne	    Gabi	       Wayne  	 

Oaks		       Chuck	            Pastor	             Chuck	                Pastor	       Chuck	
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Sunday – August 2nd – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service

Sunday – August 9th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service
                                            Council following service

Thursday –August 13th – Lutheran Men – 11:30 – location TBD
                                                  Fraud and Scam Alert Presentation – 5:30

Sunday – August 16th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall    10:30 service
                                                                                   
Sunday – August 23rd – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall     10:30 service

Saturday – August 29th - clean-up day starting at 9:00

Sunday – August 30th - Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall      10:30 Service
                                                                                                                                            
***************************************************************************      
WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “BREAD FOR THE WORLD-HOW LUTHERANS HAVE LED”
     The idea for what became Bread for the World emerged in the mind of a pastor at a small Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation on Manhattan’s Lower East Side. That pastor was Arthur Simon, and his idea evolved as Trinity Lutheran ministered among people living in poverty.
Trinity submitted a resolution on hunger to the LCMS national convention in July 1969. In response, the synod created a Commission on World Hunger. 
     A few years later Simon co-authored a book, The Politics of World Hunger, with his brother Paul, then Illinois’ lieutenant governor and later a U.S. senator from that state. Art remembers: After the manuscript was at the publisher, it occurred to me that political action by church members was the missing piece in the churches’ response to hunger. We organized first in the New York area, in March 1973, using the name Bread for the World. A year later Bread for the World (BFW) began organizing nationwide and Simon became its first president.  “Our goal from the outset was to get at the underlying causes of hunger and poverty through better government policies.” says Simon, “and to do that intentionally as a response to the gospel.”
     An early question facing BWF’s founders was its explicitly Christian identity. “We decided our task was to energize church people,” Simon notes, “and explicit biblical content has always been central for us, though our approach to government leaders is always couched in secular policy language.” BFW’s first legislative initiative was a “Right to Food” resolution, introduced in Congress in 1975 and adopted a year later. It says the U.S. government. “Reaffirms the right of every person in this country and throughout the world to food and a nutritionally adequate diet.” 
     BFW had fewer than 10,000 members when “Right to Food” was adopted, but it was able to generate more than 100,000 letters to Congress on the issue. Many church members and others who are not formally BFW members do become involved in its work. By 2014 its membership had grown to more than 73,000, and its annual offering of letters now produces Communications to Congress totaling in the hundreds of thousands.
     Always focused on a specific legislative proposal addressing domestic or global hunger, the letters in many congregations are gathered, along with that week’s financial gifts, at offering time during worship and later mailed to the respective U.S. representatives and senators. In other congregations, members receive background information on the legislative proposal and then respond individually.
     BFW’s success in gaining congressional support for hunger-combating programs has been remarkable. Its campaign launched in the organization’s fortieth anniversary year, 2014, was “to do our part to make hunger and poverty a national priority by 2017 and to help end hunger in our country and around the world by 2030.”
     Lutherans have been disproportionately supportive of BFW from its start. “Most Lutheran church bodies made annual grants from the very first,” says Simon. Martin Poch of the LCMS Board for World Relief was a strong supporter. But the most powerful early boost was an endorsement letter Presiding Bishop David Preus sent to all ALC pastors. It brought a great response: The ALC for years thereafter had twice as many Bread members as all other Lutherans combined.
     Art Simon left BFW’s presidency in 1991. Named to replace him was another LCMS-trained pastor, David Beckmann, who had served at the World Bank for fifteen years. Prior to joining the World Bank, Beckmann had worked in Bangladesh with Lutheran World Federation. Beckmann sees particular reasons for Lutherans wanting to combat hunger: We have lots of people with roots in farm country, and that has given our church a gut feeling for land and food concerns. Further, the gospel really does make a difference among us. We understand God’s grace and want to show our gratitude by helping others. Lutherans like Bread also because we stay close to Bible language.
     Beckmann adds: For forty years Lutherans have focused strongly on hunger, more than any other U.S. church community. And Lutherans have always understood that the solution to hunger includes not just direct aid but also improving people’s capacity to make a living, plus public-policy advocacy.
     Since its birth, Bread for the World has been Lutheran in its leadership and grassroots membership. In 2014 it estimated that Lutherans comprised about twenty-five percent of its 73,000 members. ELeA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton spoke at the organization’s 2014 anniversary celebration, saying that “Bread for the World is a ministry of the ELeA.”
     It’s somewhat surprising that Lutherans, not known historically for political activism, have been leaders in the politics-of-hunger arena. Indeed, George Johnson, ALe Hunger Program coordinator in the 1980s, believes it was concern about hunger that helped many Lutherans to get politically active for the first time, and from there they entered other social concerns as well.
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