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*********************************************************************************************************
“1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.” 
- Psalm 121:1-2 -
I will lift up my eyes to the hills.  Imagine you are travelling through ancient Israel.  You and your fellow travelers stop to make camp because it will be dark soon.  You’re in a wilderness, like the Wild West of the U. S.  Crime isn’t foreign.  Thieves roam the hills; wild animals wander nearby, ready to attack.  No law enforcement exists, so you’re left to fend for your loved ones and yourself on your own.  It can be dangerous and frightening, even to the most experienced traveler.
But as you look up toward the hills, you’re reminded that you’re not alone.  The rolling hills surround you, like a loving parent gathers you into his or her arms.  The hills remind you that God is there, guarding you, loving you.  Where does your help come from?  It comes from Him!  The One who made heaven and earth.
Day in and day out, year after year, each of us is faced with the wilderness of this world.  Maybe it’s the loss of a loved one.  Maybe we’re dealing with the hatred of others.  Maybe it’s our own fault, and we’ve sinned against another, making life difficult for ourselves and others.  Maybe we or a loved one is suffering from difficult health conditions.  The circumstances of this life on earth can cause us to lose hope.  We find ourselves wondering if life will ever be worth living again, if life will have any value or joy.
“Don’t give up!”  It’s easier said than done.  But having faith in Jesus makes a huge difference in how we can endure such circumstances.  True, we won’t be without pain.  The world is full of sin, so pain free is impossible this side of heaven.  However, living in faith means we do have hope.  We don’t have to be afraid because we can trust Jesus and his promises.  We can remember that Jesus gave his life for us on one of those hills: the hill of Calvary.  And the story doesn’t end there.  Three days later, God raised his son from the grave to overcome sin, death, and the devil himself.
So, I encourage you to lift your eyes to the hills and remember that God conquered all through death and resurrection of his only son Jesus Christ.  And in doing son, God has made us victors in Christ.  He has put everything right in Christ. “The LORD is your keeper… The LORD will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore” (Psalm 121:5a, 7-8)

Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: We are now in the season of Lent. Notice the purple colors that adorn the front of the church. Is Lent really nothing more than giving up chocolate for 40 days? I hope that is not your view of this special season in the church year. The 40 days of Lent is really a time of personal reflection to prepare your heart and mind for Good Friday and Easter. Be sure to attend our Wednesday evening dinners at 6:00 and our Lenten service at 7:00…in fact, bring a friend or neighbor. Each Wednesday evening service and Sunday morning service lead directly to the very special day of Easter…perhaps the most important date and celebration in the history of mankind. Without the resurrection of Jesus, the Christian church would have no reason to exist. What could be
more special than a risen Lord who promises eternal life to all who believe.
Let’s make this year our year of growth!

Property: Due to some scheduling conflicts in February, we’ll postpone our work day until March 28th.  That’ll get us nice and shiny for Palm Sunday and Easter. Helping hands are always welcome!  

Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for providing our service music both with Bluetooth and your guitar. The guitar music definitely adds a special touch to our service! Thanks to Teresa, as well, for her lovely organ music when she fills in! 

Fellowship: Our Reformation men served a delicious pancake supper prior to Ash Wednesday’s service, and we thoroughly enjoyed the Texas chili and fixin’s for our first Lenten Supper – both prompting us to look forward to the remaining (6:00 p.m.) Wednesday Lenten Suppers served prior to our (7:00 p.m.) worship services that feed our souls! Thank you to all who make our fellowship so enjoyable!

Mission and Ministry: On February 17th, RLC’s donation of 5 large bags of dog food and 1 large bag of cat food, along with a couple of bags of towels, was made to Harris County’s Animal Shelter. They were VERY appreciative since the food was a specific brand that meets the consistent dietary requirements of their in-shelter animals.  Other random food donations the shelter receives are in turn given to the community to assist families from having to surrender their pets.
 
Besides recently lending our Fellowship Hall to our neighbors at Timeless Treasures for an antique appraisal event and our regular donations to FOCUS Food Pantry, we have other outreach projects scheduled for the next couple of months. At the end of March a donation of landscaping and paint supplies will be given to House of Heros and in early April a supply of shelf stable single serve milk to BackPack Snacks will be delivered.
 
We’re always interested in learning about Harris County organizations where we can be of assistance. Let your ideas be made known!

*************************************************************************************
                     
                                 Mar. 1             	Mar. 8            Mar. 15           Mar. 22          	Mar. 29 

Altar Guild	        Junior		Amy	   	 Carolyn                Tammy		Amy	                   
		
Usher                    Carolyn		Junior		  Amy		      Carolyn		Junior	   
                      
Lector     	        Amy		Chuck		  Gabi	                   Dick		Tammy

Music	        Amy		Amy		  Amy	         	       Amy		Amy    

Sermon                Pastor                 Gabi                  Pastor                   Pastor        	Pastor    

Bible Study	         Jensen  	 	Jensen	 Jensen	       Jensen		Jensen

Thrive	        Wayne		Gabi		 Wayne	       Gabi		Wayne

Oaks		        Pastor		Chuck		 Pastor	      Chuck		Pastor
  
[image: March stock illustration. Illustration ...][image: Colorful happy birthday greeting with flowers | Premium Vector]
         March 28th – Alina Heberlig



Sunday – March 1st – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall

Wednesday – March 4th – Lenten supper – 6:00       Service at 7:00

Saturday – March 7th – Spring Forward and turn clocks AHEAD one hour! 

Sunday – March 8th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                            Council following service

Wednesday – March 11th – Lenten Supper – 6:00     Service at 7:00

Thursday – March 12th – Lutheran Men – Cataula Creek 11:30

Sunday – March 15th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                                 
Wednesday– March 18th – Lenten Supper - 6:00     Service at 7:00

Friday – March 20th – Welcome Spring!

Sunday – March 22nd – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall

Wednesday – March 25th – Lenten Meal – 6:00     Service at 7:00

Saturday – March 28th – Cleanup day 

Sunday – March 29th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                               Palm Sunday
                                                      

Looking ahead:  Friday – April 2nd – Good Friday service – 7:00
                                 Sunday – April 5th – Easter Sunday - - Potluck meal following service     
                                                
***************************************************************************                 
WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “US LUTHERANS AS SELECTIVE
PACIFISTS”

Pacifists are persons who, in principle and absolutely, oppose war as a way of resolving conflict.
In all of American history, few pacifists have been bred within Lutheranism. It’s calculated that,
among all major Christian traditions in the U.S., Lutherans have produced proportionately the
fewest conscientious objectors (COs). During both world wars of the past century, some of the
young Lutherans who did achieve legal CO status felt they must leave Lutheranism because of
that church’s lack of support for, even hostility to, their stance when called to war.
But a watershed regarding military service came for U.S. Lutherans in the 1960s. Vietnam was
this nation’s first major military enterprise which large numbers of Lutherans questioned. It
became the occasion for the faith tradition to rediscover, reassess, and reaffirm its historic
ethical position: that, “to have a good conscience before God [the faithful should] neither fight
nor serve” in war they believe is against God’s will (Martin Luther in “Whether Soldiers Too Can
Be Saved.”)You could call such Lutherans “selective pacifists.” In relation to U.S. draft law, this position became known as “selective conscientious objection” (SCO) and was affirmed by most Christian denominations. All three major Lutheran bodies endorsed it, asking that it be made legal so that, if an SCO were called by the draft, he could do non-combatant service in the military or with a civilian agency. The three major Lutheran church bodies made statements about this stance:
     Lutheran Church in America, 1968: “This church approves provisions whereby persons in the military who become conscientious objectors are permitted reclassification and reassignment [and] urges that these provisions also be extended to the conscientious objector to a particular war.”
     Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 1969: “Resolved, that the Synod petition the government to grant equal status under the law to the conscientious objector to a specific war as it does to a conscientious objector to all wars.”
     American Lutheran Church, 1970: “It is time to amend the [draft law] to provide alternate forms of national service to those who object on religious, moral, and philosophical grounds to participation in a specific war.”
While these Lutheran bodies took the same position on selective conscientious objection, not
all of their members agreed. There was deep division among the Lutheran faithful which lasted
until conscription ended and the war was winding down in 1973. In the ALC a 1972 Lutheran
Standard article titled “Luther Was an SCO” fed the debate.
These three Lutheran church bodies also joined in funding a Lutheran Selective Service Information office (which this writer was called to staff from 1971 to 1973.) It was based in New York City at the Lutheran Council in the USA. And in 1971, the Council’s executive director testified to the Senate Armed Services Committee on selective objection. Thomas Spitz, a Missouri Synod pastor, told senators: 
        The ethical person is by definition “selective” and is morally answerable for what he chooses. The Lutheran tradition counsels both selective participation in and selective objection to military service, depending on the circumstances. The criteria for judging flow from the theory of “just war,” which has been inherited through Luther from the medieval church and, originally, St. Augustine. Lutheran ethics ... asserts that moral choices cannot be made cleanly by appeal to some absolute but always are made ambiguously within the vortex of competing claims of such realities as justice and love,
liberty and order.

The Senate later voted on writing seo into the draft law, but only twelve senators favored it. So, during the entire Vietnam era, young Lutherans who were the most part, accepted them and tried to minister to them. Those services, almost all conducted ecumenically, included:
• support of draft counseling, much of it through college campus ministries
• visiting draft refusers in federal prisons
• aiding Canadian churches in their ministry to draft exiles
• consulting with military chaplains on ministry to in-service objectors

Lutheran work was not limited to those who said no to military service. It was clear that those who said yes to service in Vietnam and safely returned home were also victims. In April 1973, a Conference on Emotional Needs of Vietnam Veterans was held at the LCMS’s Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. Along with veterans, it was attended by health professionals from Veterans Administration and church social service agencies.
Lastly, as the Vietnam chapter was closing, Lutheran churches joined the public campaign seeking amnesty for draft offenders. That federal policy was enacted during the Carter administration in the late 1970s. The U.S. has had no military conscription for forty years. But our national experience continues calling for “war/conscience” ministry-with those considering military service, those who enter it, and those who survive it. As Pastor Spitz told senators in 1971, the choices Lutherans make about war participation are both “selective" and “ambiguous” -an ideal context for ministry that’s “faithful and reforming!”

THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE
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