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              “Come and See, Learn and Rejoice, Go and Tell!”
 
                                      February 2026

*********************************************************************************************************
“And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by
the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.”
- 1 Corinthians 2:14 –

It is not unusual for Christians to try to convince non-Christians to believe in Jesus with the threat of impending doom. Books and other media focus on the end of the world. We think that if our neighbors can’t believe in God for all the good things he has done, then perhaps they can be frightened into faith. We should know this doesn’t work, because it is not the way it happened for us.
A motorist was driving in the country when he came upon a priest and a rabbi standing on the shoulder of the road, fishing. Next to them was a sign: “Turn around. The end is near.” The motorist didn’t like to be preached to, so he rolled down the window and yelled, “Mind your own business, you religious nuts!” A few seconds later the two fishermen heard tires screech, then a splash. The rabbi turned to the priest and said, “I told you we should’ve just written, ‘Bridge Out.’”
The motorist saw two religious men and quickly rejected their advice. The motorist assumed the sign meant that the end of the world is near. It is no wonder that the man thought it was unreasonable; religious people have been preaching the end of the world for two thousand years. Such a message often seems nothing but foolishness; it is unreasonable to many who hear.
Many in Jesus’ day thought he was preaching a foolish message. But it wasn’t the teachings of Jesus that saved those who came to faith, is was Jesus himself. It was the Living Word, in flesh and blood, that took strangers by the hand and made them disciples. It was Christ, present among them, who freed people from their bondage and gave them new life.
There are many who still reject the Gospel today. Because the message of the cross is foolishness to those who do not believe, they cannot be argued or threatened into faith. But that does not stop Jesus. He came to give his life on the cross to set us free, even in the midst of our rejection. Even we who strive to live as disciples must confess that neither fear nor logic are the Savior of our lives, but Christ alone in whom we trust and believe.

Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: 
Do you “come” to church? Do you invite others to “come” to church?
In the Old Testament to approach to church was, “Come to the temple and worship God.” Not bad, but when Jesus came he said, “Come” but then he added, “Go, make disciples.” Bring others into the church is a priority of scripture. How do we reach out to others…those who don’t know Jesus or have gradually slipped away from Him? We have a sign that says welcome and tells when our service begins, but we all have heard, Go and make disciples.” Personal outreach has great potential.
Let’s make this year our year of growth!

Property: Due to some scheduling conflicts, our work day will move to March 7th.  Helping hands are always welcome!

Education: Our Bible Study on the Lord’s Prayer continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome – even if you have missed some of the lessons.  


Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for providing our service music!  Thanks to Teresa, as well, for her lovely organ music when she fills in! 

Fellowship: WOW – it seems in a BLINK of an eye, we’ve moved from Advent/Christmas to the Lenten season! Our 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service is February 18th. The gentlemen will provide a pancake supper beforehand at 6:00.  Each Wednesday we will have (6:00 p.m.) meals prior to (7:00 p.m.) services up through March 25th. We always enjoy and appreciate the efforts of those who volunteer to make us our delicious meals! A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Fellowship Hall.
 
Not only do we enjoy the fellowship of our meals, but there have been multiple suggestions of activities to continue and others to try throughout this new year!  Here are some of the ideas:  Quarterly Birthday Recognition Celebration, Game Night/Trivia/Bingo, Talent Show, Movie Night, Bowling, Men’s Lunch, Women’s Quarterly Event (day trip/lunch), Reformation Sunday German Meal, Dessert Night, and Christmas Caroling. I will be presenting a tentative schedule at our next Council meeting. Please look for more information in upcoming newsletters.

Mission and Ministry: God urges us not only to hear His Word, but to “do” what it says. (James 1:22). Let’s take James’ prompting to heart and continue to reach out to our community with the gifts of our time, talents, and resources. For those with Thrivent accounts, we each have two $250 cards available for projects to assist organizations in need. Reformation always welcomes new project suggestions and/or we can continue to provide support to those we donated to in 2025 (FOCUS Food Pantry, House of Heros, Begin Again Farms, HC Animal Shelter, a Pregnancy Center, and Christmas gifts for a family). We also have personal outreach opportunities by attending the AARP Safe Drivers Course that’s held at our location or by being on-site when our Timeless Treasures neighbor holds events, just in case someone is curious and wants information about our church. Blood Drives, Yard and/or Bake Sales, Music Events, and Exercise/Stretch Classes are other potential outreach events RLC can consider. Let’s pray for God’s guidance and the awareness of the Holy Spirit’s prompting for us to take action in our personal and congregational outreach.

*************************************************************************************
  News you can use! This bit came from Dick.  Thanks! 

PORTALS OF PRAYER

Wayne and I were discussing our delayed Portals of Prayer subscription, and he expressed surprise when I showed him the Portals of Prayer app on my cellphone. It’s available from Concordia and I think it’s about $10 a year. It is also on my iPad. The app has two advantages: first, while it has everything like the little physical PoP, it allows you to save any favorite prayers, and for the daily devotion you can play an audio reading (as I do on Sunday mornings while I munch on my Frosted Mini Wheats).Since it’s on your iPhone you don’t have to go look for the booklet - Portals of Prayer is right there in your hand or purse or pocket! It is available in the App Store. 
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No birthdays this month! 
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Sunday – February 1st – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall

Sunday – February 8th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                                  Council following service

Saturday – February 14th – John 3:16 

Sunday – February 15th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                                 
Thursday – February 12th – Lutheran Men’s Lunch 11:30 – IHOP

Sunday – February 15th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall

Wednesday – February 18th – Pancake supper starting at 6:00
                                                            Ash Wednesday service at 7:00

Sunday – February 22nd – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall

Wednesday – February 25th – Lenten Supper – 6:00 
                                                            Service – 7:00

Saturday – February 28th – Timeless Treasures Antique Store to host antique appraiser in our building – 10:00 – 3:00
                                                     
***************************************************************************                 
                     
                                 Feb. 1             	Feb. 8              Feb. 15             Feb. 22 

Altar Guild	        Amy		Junior	   	 Tammy                 Carolyn		                   
		
Usher                    Junior		Carolyn	 Amy		       Junior	   
                      
Lector     	        Chuck		Dick		 Tammy	        Wayne

Music	        Amy		Amy		 Amy	         	         Amy	    

Sermon                Pastor                 Pastor               Chuck                    Pastor            

Bible Study	         Jensen  	 	Jensen	 Jensen	        Jensen

Thrive	        Gabi 		Wayne	 Gabi		        Wayne

Oaks		        Chuck                 Pastor               Chuck                    Pastor
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From Dick: PROGRESSIVE DINNERS

In her life, Mama lived primarily in two neighborhoods, one in Chicago and one in Atlanta. In Atlanta, there were 14 homes on our street, but only two Lutheran families (one each ULC and LCMS), and assorted Baptists and Methodists and maybe others (the lady next-door neighbor was Jewish, but I didn’t find that out until many years later almost by accident).
In Chicago, there were twice that many homes in the block of Wood Street South, between 36th and 37th, and the families were probably mostly Kashubian, and so either Catholic or Lutheran. No one on Orlando Place in Atlanta ever participated in a Progressive Dinner - if they even knew what that was. They don’t work in southern neighborhoods. But in Chicago, they were a familiar form of entertainment, sometimes involving the whole block.
First home, cocktails. Second home (not necessarily next door), appetizers- and a drink. Third home, soup? . . . and a drink. Next, salad maybe, and - you guessed it - a drink (no one was driving, just walking along). Then an entree at the next home or two, always a variety from which to choose. And, of course, dessert, at maybe one or more homes. A great evening, good food and fellowship with the neighbors. To my almost certain knowledge, of the 14 houses on our street in Atlanta, my mother had been in only two others besides ours. Different worlds to be in the same country.


WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “LUTHERANS GOING PUBLIC:  SHOULD THE CHURCH DO POLITICS?”

For much of their history, Lutherans in America have resisted the idea that the church should
engage in political action. Individual church members as citizens-Yes! The church collectively-
No!
Lutherans overwhelmingly opposed or ignored the “social gospel” movement of the early
twentieth century, which sought to “build the kingdom of God” on earth by applying Christian
ethics to the social order. But on direct involvement in pursuing social change, Lutheran
behavior has since changed dramatically, starting about sixty years ago, when Lutheran bodies
began openly supporting the Civil Rights movement. Lutheran statements officially called for
segregation’s end and federal action pursuing racial justice.
At about the same time, Lutherans also launched formal communication to the U.S.
government. The National Lutheran Council opened a Washington public relations office in
1948. Eleven years later, 1959, the NLC issued its first government action proposals, “Toward a
Statement of National Policy.” The American Lutheran Church (formed in 1960) had a unit for
developing social policy positions. The Lutheran Church in America (formed in 1962) did such
work through its Social Ministry Board. At its 1971 convention the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod said that the church is called “to influence ... institutions such as government, business,
and labor, to sensitize them to the task of improving the quality of [human existence].” In 1969
the Missouri Synod issued the very first statement on hunger and public policy among major
Lutheran bodies.
All three major Lutheran bodies in 1967 joined as members of a new cooperative vehicle,
Lutheran Council in the USA, with an Office of Government Affairs (OGA) in Washington. While
LCMS left it in the early 1980s, OGA continued as a public voice for ALC and LCA until the
formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in 1988. The ELCA since then has had
offices both in Washington and at the United Nations in New York.
During the period from 1960 to 1990, the three large Lutheran denominations all spoke on
public issues consistently: civil rights, world hunger, military draft and Vietnam War, arms race
and world peace, South Africa’s apartheid system, rural economic crisis, and human sexuality.
Some of this was addressed to corporations, and their activities in apartheid South Africa
became a determiner for whether church investing would continue in them. Not all Lutheran
members were happy about denominational entry into civil life. It struck quite a few as “too
political” and unwise “mixing of church and state.” The ALC’s, “Manifesto for Our Nation’s Third
Century” adopted by its 1976 general convention, responded: “We welcome the continued
separation of church and state but deny the separation of religious faith from public life.”
Lutheran bodies also sought to distinguish between lobbying and advocacy. The LCA said, in
“Advocacy-a Ministry of the Church” (1986): “Both advocates and lobbyists seek to influence
public policy and civil legislation. However, advocates exercise moral authority for the sake of
others, while lobbyists engage in political and economic pressure for the sake of themselves.
Advocates [are] non-partisan champions of justice and the common good.”
In the latter half of the 1980s, a most unusual church/state engagement included some
Lutherans. It was discovered that government undercover agents were entering congregational
gatherings in Arizona to seek information on congregational work with undocumented persons
from Central America, leading to possible prosecution of church leaders for federal law
violation. The agents presented themselves as supporters of church ministries with
undocumented immigrants. In 1986 the ALC, its Alzona parish in Phoenix, plus the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and three Presbyterian congregations, filed suit in federal court, claiming that
secretive behavior of agents spying on religious gatherings violates the First Amendment
prohibition against government interference in the free exercise of religion. With appeals, the
judicial process lasted five years. The churches gained a modest victory when the final
judgment said: The government is constitutionally precluded from unbridled and inappropriate
covert activity which has as its purpose or objective the abridgment of First Amendment
freedoms of those involved. Additionally, the participants involved must adhere scrupulously to
the scope and extent of the invitation to participate [in religious gatherings] offered to them.
U.S. Lutherans in the 1980s began public advocacy also with state governments. These offices
were launched jointly by ALC and LCA in areas having significant numbers of their members.
Under ELCA sponsorship they continue in twenty states.
A recent development, announced in 2015, is a Missouri Synod plan to re-create a formal
presence in Washington. LCMS had maintained an Office of Government Information from 1987
until 2000, and its 2015 return was intended to be mainly an educational tool “to serve LCMS
interests and those of other conservative Lutherans.” It prepares briefs on topics of social
concern and provides internship opportunities for young people. Its public policy agenda is
limited to three concerns: “life, marriage, and especially religious freedom.”

THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE
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