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*********************************************************************************************************
“And Moses said to the people, ‘Fear not, stand firm, 
and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today.’” 
- Exodus 14:13a -
The Salvation of the Lord
We begin Easter Sunday with the story of the Hebrews escaping Egypt. As they approached the Red Sea, they realized that Pharaoh had changed his mind. They had nowhere to go. They couldn’t go into the sea, and they couldn’t return to Egypt; the only outcome for both possibilities was death. The people were afraid. They argued with Moses. Though they wanted to escape the heavy hand of the Egyptians, God’s plan was frightening because it was not what they expected.
Imagine how the disciples were feeling after Jesus died on the cross. They did not know what would come next. Despite Jesus’ repeated assurances, they did not know what to do. Danger surrounded them. They couldn’t move forward and they couldn’t go back. Their lives had changed, but now it seemed like it was over. They scattered. Some returned to the upper room, but others went into hiding or went home. God’s plan was frightening because it was not what they expected. 
God gave the words of hope to Moses: “Don’t be afraid and watch what God can do.” Moses raised his staff, the sea parted before them, and they ran for their lives. The Egyptians followed, but when the last Hebrew was safely on the far shore, Moses raised his staff and the sea closed again. By the power of God, they were saved.
     The disciples waited, worried, and wondered. They grieved. They were angry and confused. How could it turn so wrong? Some thought about going home. But God said, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord.” Early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women went to the tomb to anoint Jesus, but His body was gone. We know He had been raised, but they did not. Jesus’ disciples were not rejoicing. The women were afraid. Mary wept. They were confused. They did not understand what was happening. Then Jesus began appearing to them. He showed them, one by one, that the promise was fulfilled. The sea was parted and those who believed in Him came out on the other side.
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President’s Message: Wednesday Lenten services are over. A special thank you to all who made our Wednesday dinners special. Now that they are over, March 29 begins Holy Week. It’s Palm Sunday, and we will begin the journey to Jerusalem with Jesus. You will walk with Him to the upper room. You will follow with Him to the Garden of Gethsemane and witness Jesus’ betrayal. You will make your way to Pilate’s judgment seat. You will listen with Him to the demands of the mob.
Together, you will witness Jesus carrying His cross outside of the city. You will stand with Him at the place of the Skull. On Good Friday, you will watch Jesus take His final breath. How will you respond? You will grieve. You will grieve on Friday, but on Easter Sunday morning you will celebrate and say, Halleluiah. “I am the resurrection and the life,” Jesus said. The tomb could not hold Lazarus. The tomb could not hold Jesus. And the tomb cannot hold us; not you, not me, not loved ones who died
in faith.
BTW…Let’s make this year our year of growth!


Property: Clean up day is scheduled for Saturday, the 25th.  Helping hands are always welcome! 

Education: Our Bible Study continues each Sunday at 9:30. Everyone is welcome!  

Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for providing our service music both with Bluetooth and your guitar. The guitar music definitely adds a special touch to our service! Thanks to Teresa, as well, for her lovely organ music when she fills in! 

Fellowship: Thank you to everyone who prepared and contributed to our delicious Wednesday evening Lenten meals this past month. Now we’re looking forward to Holy Week and celebrating the undeserved blessings of our risen Savior!  Mark your calendar and plan on staying after the 10:30 a.m. service for our April 5th Easter Potluck Luncheon. We look forward to seeing everyone and enjoying their special holiday recipe.

Mission and Ministry: Thanks to the use of Thrivent gift cards, it has been a busy month of service projects. The Rammings have continued to make donations to FOCUS Food Pantry. The next one they have scheduled is May 11th for anyone interested in helping. Also, the Hunsakers have coordinated and delivered the landscaping and painting donations to House of Heros on March 27. Pastor and Tammy are ordering and delivering a supply of the much-needed shelf-stable, single serve milk to Harris County’s High School organization BackPack Snacks on April 8th. If anyone is interested in helping this group fill the back packs for 120+ food-insecure students, please join us at 3:30 p.m., St. Nicholas Episcopal Church, 69 Mobley Road, Hamilton, GA.
 
Last, but not least, start putting aside yard sale items for RLC’s participation with Coca Lake’s annual Yard Sale on Saturday, April 25th. After Easter, items can be brought to church in preparation. We will also be asking for homemade Bake Sale items for this event. A sign-up sheet will be placed in the Fellowship Hall for those willing to make and contribute one of their delicious desserts. Watch for more information as we get closer to the event.
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                                 April 5             	April 12           April 19           April 26         

Altar Guild	        Carolyn		Tammy	 Junior	       Amy			                   
		
Usher                    Junior		Carolyn	 Amy		       Junior		   
                      
Lector     	        Wayne		Amy		 Chuck                   Gabi		

Music	        Teresa		Amy		 Amy	         	       Amy		 

Sermon                Pastor                 Wayne              Pastor                   Pastor        	    

Bible Study	         Tammy		Tammy	 Tammy	       Tammy

Thrive	        Gabi		Wayne	Gabi		       Wayne		

Oaks		        Chuck		Pastor		Chuck		        Pastor
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       No birthdays this month





Friday – April 3rd – Good Friday service – 7:00

Sunday – April 5th – Easter Sunday! Service at 10:30
                                                                          Potluck meal following service

Sunday – April 12th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                           Council following service

Thursday –April 16th – Lutheran Men – Cracker Barrel -  11:30

Sunday – April 19th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall    10:30 service

Saturday – April 25th – Cleanup day 
                                                Coca Lake Yard Sale                                                
                                                                      
Sunday – April 26th – Bible Study – 9:30 in the fellowship hall   10:30 service


                                                
***************************************************************************      
           WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “Lutherans Seeking Social Change in Racist Alabama Half a Century Ago”

It was a Sunday morning in Birmingham, Alabama, fifty years ago. Sunday school at 16th Street Baptist Church had begun. That September 15 morning in 1963 a box of dynamite, planted earlier with a time delay set to detonate after Sunday school opened, exploded under steps near the church basement. Of the twenty-six children in the basement, four were killed. One of the four black girls who died was Denise McNair, age eleven. Denise was the daughter of a Lutheran lay leader in Birmingham. Chris McNair was Sunday school superintendent and a past president of St. Paul Lutheran, a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation. On that fatal morning. Denise was attending the Baptist church with her mother, a member there.
Pastor Joseph Ellwanger of St. Paul Church, who was white, visited the families of all four bombing victims. He expressed amazement “at the ability of the Negro community to continue to love people of the white race.” Planters of the bomb were identified as four members of a Ku Klux Klan group. Three of them were eventually sent to prison-in 1977, 2001, and 2002. Fifty years ago, Alabama was known as the land of supreme segregation. It had also emerged as the grassroots feeder of a movement, led by church folk, seeking to end segregation. Birmingham, often renamed “Bombingham.” was at the heart of that movement.
It's where Martin Luther King Jr, in the spring of 1963, had been jailed after leading nonviolent anti-segregation demonstrations. He then wrote, to white churchmen opposing racial change, his “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.”
Seven years earlier, in Alabama’s capital, the Baptist preacher with a Lutheran-looking name was leading the Montgomery bus boycott, seeking to end segregation on public transportation. Only one white clergyperson in Montgomery supported King’s initial civil-rights activity. He was Pastor Robert Graetz, who served Trinity Lutheran, an all-black (except for the Graetz family) congregation of the old American Lutheran Church.
A graduate of Capital Seminary, Columbus, Ohio, in 1955, Graetz began that June at Trinity in Montgomery. There he succeeded another Capital Seminary grad, Nelson Trout, who in the 1980s would become the Western Hemisphere’s first black Lutheran bishop. Graetz had developed a special relationship with Rosa Parks, the initial bus lawbreaker; they lived in the same neighborhood, and she was part of an NAACP group that met at Trinity. Graetz was regularly identified as the only white face at boycott meetings, other than those of media people.
The boycott ended, successfully, in December 1956 with a U.S. Supreme Court decision
outlawing segregation in public transportation.

Leaving Montgomery in 1958, Graetz returned to live there in retirement. His three years in
Alabama’s capital are powerfully described in his 1992 Fortress Press book, Montgomery: A White Preacher’s Memoir. More historic actions in Alabama came in spring 1965 in Selma. Dr. King launched protests for voting rights of African-Americans and invited church leaders from across the country to join the demonstrations. For the second protest, on March 9, a thirty-eight-year-old Unitarian
Universalist pastor from Boston responded to King’s call. He was Jim Reeb. And joining him were many clergy from Minnesota. One was a Lutheran pastor from Edina, Griffith Williams. When starting his first pastoral call, to Casper, Wyoming, in 1944, Pastor Williams was recruited to help at Casper’s Boys Club by a local youth-Jim Reeb. After high school graduation and two years in the U.S. Army, Reeb used his GI Bill rights to study at St. Olaf College. He chose the Northfield, Minnesota, school at the
urging of Griff Williams, an Ole alumnus. Reeb then went to Princeton Seminary and was ordained into Presbyterian ministry. He later became ordained in the Unitarian-Universalist communion, because he valued its focus on social action. By the time Reeb and Williams were together in Selma, the latter was serving at Lutheran Church of the Master in Edina, Minnesota. (Williams completed his call there in 1986 and died in 2009.) The Selma marches were planned for arrival at the state capitol in Montgomery, about sixty miles east. But the March 9 march, like one two days earlier, was stopped at a bridge departing Selma by attacking state police. That evening Reeb dined at an integrated Selma restaurant with two other Unitarian Universalist ministers. When leaving, they were attacked by white men, and Reeb was clubbed on the head. He died two days later. A month later three white men were indicted for Reeb’s murder; all were acquitted in December.
A successful Selma to Montgomery march was accomplished later in March 1965. And Reeb’s death provoked mourning nationwide. President Lyndon Johnson called Reeb’s widow to express condolences, and on March 15 he invoked Reeb’s memory when delivering the Voting Rights Act to Congress. Adopted in August 1965, that law has produced dramatic change in southern-states’ voting participation by racial minorities.
Obviously, not all the church folk pursuing racial justice fifty years ago were Lutheran, but Lutherans were among them. And they shall live in a grateful nation’s memory.
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