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                                      January 2026

*********************************************************************************************************
“...and behold, a voice from heaven said,
‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’”
- Matthew 3:17 -

God has a voice. John writes in his gospel, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). As we look back at the beginning, we see the Spirit hovering over the formless and empty earth. The first manifestation of God’s presence was his voice. “And God said, ‘Let there be light’” (Genesis 1:3). God spoke and there was light. God spoke again and created the heavens and the earth. He spoke, and there was life.
Then, he spoke to us: first to Adam and Eve, then to Noah, the patriarchs, judges, kings and prophets. And he spoke through human beings, putting his voice in their mouths. It wasn’t enough. We didn’t listen. We listened to the wrong voices. We went our own way. But at the right time God sent his Son, the Word incarnate, to bring salvation and peace to his people. God’s voice was given flesh in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus did not come in his majesty and divine glory, but took upon himself the very nature of man. At his baptism, Jesus identified fully with us; the purpose of his life was to take on sin and destroy it forever. He came to bridge the divide between God and man so we can live in harmony with God and one another. The Spirit of God again hovered over the formless and empty earth: He spoke, and there was Light. Jesus Christ was anointed with the power to change the world, to restore our relationship with our Father.
Jesus is God’s Son, but he is also fully human, the living Word in flesh. At the Jordan, God assured Jesus that he was doing what he was sent to do with the words, “You are my beloved.” He has spoken the same words to us in Baptism, giving us the assurance that we, too, are now his children.
Martin Luther encouraged Christians to remember their Baptism often. In his Small Catechism, Luther wrote that when we get out of bed in the morning and when we go to bed at night we should make the sign of the cross and say, “Under the care of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.” These words about our baptism will remind us that God is always with us, so that we can live as we have been called to live.

Pr.
**************************************************************************************************************
President’s Message: HAPPY NEW YEAR! We are not just moving into a new calendar year, but we are also moving into a new church year. Epiphany is just around the corner. It is not uncommon to make new year’s resolutions. Why not make a New Year’s Resolution to grow Reformation Lutheran Church? I’m sure each of us knows someone who is unchurched for some reason. The Third Commandment is “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” What does that mean? It means we should fear and love God so that we do not despise His word and the preaching of it, but acknowledge it as holy, and gladly hear and learn it. There are countless people out there who would benefit greatly by hearing the word on Sunday and becoming part of a family of believers…the Reformation family.
Let’s make this year our year of growth!




Fellowship: Thanks to everyone who contributed to our Advent meals.  Always good and always appreciated!  Thoughts on our next “food fest?”  Valentine’s Day? 

Property: We closed out 2025 with nothing left on our “repair/to do” list.  Clean up day is Saturday, January 31st.  Extra hands are always welcome!

Education: Bible Study resumes on Sunday, January 11th. 

Worship and Music: Thank you, Amy, for providing our service music!  Thanks to Teresa, as well, for her lovely organ music when she fills in! 

Mission and Ministry: We closed out 2025 with three projects – one completed and two in the works.  We sponsored a child/family for Christmas.  We’re in the process of purchasing food for the Humane Society and purchasing needed supplies/winter apparel for the Harris County HeadStart Program.  We start 2026 with fresh opportunities to be God’s hands in our community! As always, all ideas are welcome!  

[image: ]*************************************************************************************
  
       4th – Erik Benway
       9th – Junior Erickson
       18th – Charles Patterson
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Sunday – January 11th – Bible Study resumes – 9:30 in the fellowship hall
                                                 Council following service

Thursday – January 15th – Lutheran Men’s Lunch 11:30 – Cataula Creek
 
Saturday – January 31st – cleanup day starting at 9:00
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                                  Jan. 4             	Jan. 11              Jan. 18             Jan. 25              

Altar Guild	        Junior		Tammy	     Amy	        Carolyn		                   
		
Usher                    Amy        		Junior		    Carolyn	         Amy	   
                      
Lector     	        Wayne		Chuck		    Gabi	         Amy

Music	        Amy		Amy		    Amy	         Amy	    

Sermon                Pastor                 Wayne                 Pastor                  Pastor            

Bible Study	          NA     		Jensen	    Jensen	        Jensen

Thrive	        Gabi 		Wayne	   Gabi		         Wayne

Oaks		        Chuck                 Chuck                 Pastor                   Chuck

***********************************************************************************

WE CONTINUE OUR STUDY OF LUTHERAN HISTORY WITH “A Mining Town Turns Lutheran” On April 1, 1960, Wes Prieb, a student at Seattle's Lutheran Bible Institute, wrote a letter to Howe Sound Company, which owned a mining village in the Cascade Mountains above Lake Chelan, Washington; it was his third inquiry. His letter said: "[Holden's] property might be a desirable place for the use of the church or Lutheran Bible Institute as a summer camp ... for young people. Information [about asking price] will be deeply appreciated." Howe Sound had replied to Prieb's two earlier inquiries, saying the village was "for sale at $ 1,00,000." The company hoped to sell it as a mountain resort, but no buyer had appeared.
The 1960 response was different: Howe Sound would give the property to Lutheran Bible Institute (LBl) , asking only that LBI "send a statement saying it had received a gift in the amount of $100,000." When first hearing of this, Miners working the mine that became Holden Village offer, some thought it was an April Fool's joke. It sounded "phony and a bit ridiculous," said LBI President E. V. Stime. But a couple months later a team, including Prieb and Stime, visited the property; they were impressed by its possibilities and recommended that LBI receive the gift. By December 1960 negotiations with Howe Sound for legal receipt of the gift were finished. Because the town sits on Forest Service land, that federal agency needed to okay its operation as a church facility - and it did. Youth departments of national Lutheran bodies were then drawn into planning. LBI and youth leaders jointly crafted a purpose statement, saying Holden would be a "center where youth and adults interested in youth may find spiritual, intellectual, and physical renewal for Kingdom service." A permanent Holden board was created, with representatives from LBI and national youth offices; it first met in May 1961. And because LBI declined any permanent responsibility, a separate Holden corporation was created.
An early concern was what to name the enterprise. The mining town had been known simply as "Holden," for the prospector who had discovered ore there in 1896. The new board named it Holden Village: A Place Apart, but to most it was simply Holden Village. It was envisioned initially as a program center for youth and young adults, and the younger generation did provide vital volunteer service during initial restoration work as well as a half-century of service since. But from the beginning Holden has welcomed families and offered program for all generations.
From its start Holden's leadership has been bi-national (Canada and U.S.) and inter-Lutheran. Two of Holden's early on-site leaders came from Lutheran youth leadership, from Minneapolis. Wilton Bergstrand, youth director of the Augustana Lutheran Church, in the summer of 1961 directed nearly fifty work-campers who prepared the village for receiving guests. The next summer he and his wife Dolores gave program leadership for the first guests. Holden's initial executive director was Carroll Hinderlie, a youth director for the Evangelical Lutheran Church. From 1963 to 1977 Carroll and his wife Mary shaped Holden into a center for "hospitality and hilarity inspired by the gospel." Carroll enjoyed noting that a divine challenge came when "God gave a gift like this to God's least imaginative people-the Lutherans."
And the young man whose letters led to Lutheran inheritance of Holden? When asked what he had hoped his inquiries might accomplish, Wes Prieb would say he never expected Howe Sound to "give the property away, but I hoped they would reduce the price, or some miracle might happen." Wes spent much of his later life there, serving as Holden's PHD (pool hall director) for thirty-two consecutive summers, from 1968 to 1999. He died in early 2000. Though operated by Lutherans, Holden is known as an ecumenical center for renewal, with a priority focus on faith/society concerns. It is known also as a place of "holy hilarity." Elmer Witt, Missouri Synod pastor who was village director in the 1980s, noted that "Holden is one of very few church-related organizations with the word 'humor' in its incorporation articles."
Through its Lutheran existence, Holden has been acutely aware of living with mine remains. Drainage from inside the mine cavity and ore tailings outside have contaminated the environment. The federal, government decades ago declared it a disaster area needing cleanup. Rio Tinto, a large mining corporation, has accepted responsibility for massive mine remediation, which was recently concluded. During remediation seasons (May through November) Holden housed workers and volunteers doing village renewal, leaving no room for guests. In 2013 it revised its summer program by including "Holden on the Road" at locales across the continent. Recently Holden launched its "Refresh, Renew, Rejoice" capital campaign seeking $4.8 million. Those gifts will restore Holden's seventy-five-year-old buildings and infrastructure. Fifty-some years after Wes Prieb's April 1 letter, Holden Village continues, a gift serving both church and world. Always, it serves with fun-and that's no joke! 
THIS IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE!
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